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by immbling
¢ besama an
srivers agenda,
I'lu'ltiUI'l IJF tl'l'.' "
inc of the most
Ok LN Coaning.

ch (dhe pld WY
o the  "White
I'Il.g'l: I'IIII:I rl'.E TIEI'I':
the first prime spats on
eht when vou pull out of
hushing on the Manhaman
Z has o, hehind the sarel-

g BEvEn Or -.:.._|:;I|| ~ji11in|__l o THY knees in
v Bace pressed o the ghiss, eyes wide in awe an
the pieces whizzing by on the roofs facing the line
Around this dme was when 1 soarmed scribbling my fieso
oy tags arownd the way. | had every pole in the neigh-
borhood on smash. Irwasa't il abour 88" thar T did my
firsr pof. 1 weas thirteen at the dme and dida't know
anything abour where or
how to rack paint. "
Ome day, T was scoping out}’
this moof on wp of a Key
Food in Elmhurs whent
there, behind an air vent was

a present: a brand oew
Tauch & Tope stlver . 1
just Jaying there. | gquckly ——
glanced aeound and dug the
can out from behind et
shit. I looked sround onee more, not believing what I
had found, and snuffed the cam inee my shors as 1 raced
hame, "Whar wis T going w0 do with it?" T theaghr,
Mo, The question was where

MYSE & NODE. owo orail 'I:In.r.'ing writers, had recent-
by dane owa joined toofs atop an apartent bailding
overlooking the 90th 5t wrain savon, Tt was dghe
Characters and everyihing, Anyway, [ was ready 1o wke
u piece. Dwigh 1 bad some ill store shout berng chased
ar :sn.enlun)_{ put bt it wasn's like that, at least not the
first time.

The Arst voof T did was on top of USA, Skaves, the
phice where they llmed the Rock Sready ve Dhnamic
Rockers hamle in "Swle Wars" T darved up sonse tele-
FII'II'IHE 1|.'iT\E‘ il1 r|'|= I:ﬂft, 'i|'|r.1:.-' can 11&":-' I.'I.'IFL'\Q'CI liﬁll\'.'r
miy bele, ready for action. 1 kmocked aut my first out
line pretty quickly. It was soll daylight but | came off
withow a hitch, It wamn't too good bue, at the time, i
was the shit, 1jetted home, not raally realizing or giv-
El'rg much |||.-|l.|g;|:|| t, the i|:||'|.'n| af what [ had done.
Monclay comes and 1 yet o chedk sut oy handywark
om the WIY [ Juniar High 175, 1 mam intm olass, sit

down ar my fully hombed, wooden, balred down dede,
and ararr v finich ny pia;(\q an the laek af my st
bag when Lynewe comes over. Lymeme was this Puero
Rican cutie with stopid big tes for thirueendyeoeu seamem-
berk Well, sl molls up & says, "Hey pou weine NATO,
||;‘;hl:" ' :I'IJI'LL..I'I}:. .1|.-l.'dtl. T l.|l.lu|r1. ['ve -'ll.l!_\. been
In your elass for the last 6 months.” Bur [ play ic conl
and jost sy, Yeah.” wying, as hard as I ean; o e ook
at her chest. "1 saw some roof yvou did on the way
school waday,” she gavs, "It was cool.” Just like that.
Then she mms an her heels and seuts off. Needles m
sy | was passed inoa way I've never lmown before,
That feeling 15 quize addictive. A few tags later, T book
up '«‘-".TJ'I. E-Rl_:?. ] EE was [l'liT':L'L"ﬂ -ll'l':l ns wet IJI\.' I'ILI:ILI t}'.!
eass a5 | was, but we were both hungry, T can remem-
ber seaking out of my house with hem ae 2 am, pick-
ing him up in che J:I|m ||-::-ng sice of his house. He was
i|'l.l.1.l."‘i 3 I'nE |11-:|rhrrh.||:1»:w_r anel bie woudd toss his Iug
ot the window and jump oot maling 3 bhuge mcket.
That was 5o myeh fun, young and dong whatever we
waanmed., YW h-uml'u-:el like fencs We wrooe on every-
|,|1IT\E'., quh E\'Lﬂf.hl"'{ TI'II.T
lasted a year anl we grew apart,
asn all Fru"ndshu“: shit b ppEns.
He starred rollmg with SMITH
and SANE, and 1 sterred rolling |
with FUZZ OMNE. FUXE sas |
|-.1|.-:'|-':.'-|.-i.J__lIu at the nme, and he
was minre than happy m ke me
urcler his wing. He put me anm
macl shit. 1 would cut out
class all the time
|'|l.'|u5c and ]m-.n o train raid st
sians. He took me vo all the
the & yard, 73th Ave.. thg
everywhere, He ton
Lang Island. Tr
and SAR, hirg
mueh ]ﬂ:il:ll. i
-, w
trains. 1
I1|I|.| 4]
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dozens of
Cemete \ ¢ surrounded by, Whatever it is, it's the

People that have eome to know us over the years some- place w > all started for the MTA crew.
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Growing up in WY can lead a kil down one of owe paths: pood or
bad. L unfortimitely, teak the bad. But che ironie thing about this was
that evory kad T knew was poing the same way, s0 it didn'c seem that bad.
Anyway, around the Hme when the wains starned gerting cleaned, T start-
el bunging our with this erew called FTR, which sands for Fuck The
Rest. Every single weekend there were these HUGE keg parties up in
Forest Parke A Lot ot people reading this rmight have either been at them
ar have hesrd about them. This was the p|.’u:l: I hooked up with a log of
the nriginal MTA crew: VE, SLASH, VENA, DESA, XIST, 5N, MAG,
13, AONES, CHEL, CI, SPANKY, TEF, THEME, CEND, ASF, and
mrany, many others These key parties bad at lease 500 people daily, and
aver 10M} on some oocasions. There was music, aleahal, and, most
imporeanch:, Firh. Hundreds of EI:I:I'I!-' veonzlel come o these |:$.|'!.il:"i in lirde
chigues. Aswd the best perc abour it was, there would be new girls every
week! [wim the ulimare place.

Rightt behind the park there’s a huge godf course. That's the best thing
ahaur Forest Park, the golf course was 1 place m go when caps eried w
raidd ws, W just picked up the kegs ard brenght them back therve and the
oops didn't know how w pet in chere. The galt course, sspecally an the
really shoer grass, was also a good place to bring the shags and get Laid.
One tme when T was lack dsere, burt nakesd with a slat, che avtomatic
sprinklers went onowhile I was in sction, Those were the good times, but
rhere was :"IIH'I'I a -:li.rl: EI.I.'k" m rhik |'|I e

When you have hundreds of kids hangng oar with o banch of rids and
beer, there's competition, which beads 1o fighes. T've seen minre rugged
fights in Forest Park than anywhers ¢lse, except when T was locked up in
Riker's Iiland for o few menths, The problem was thae the partes were
merting wo well known for the ameut of heer and endless supply of he
girls. This hroughtother crews aromd, which wasn't good. For some rea-
som, the kids from MTA & FTE didn't gzt along with o ket of peeple. We
never g2t it off on people for o apparent resson, e we've all been
through a lot of wugh and real soations. And we doo't act like fake
ilgs: we ace how we are, There's no pretend world out there thar a fot
af kidk live in, S0, when we're aroond snome people and we see thae they're
phaiy, oF purting on g frene bike they're tongher than o moffe, we get
affended and things Fappen. Begides, MTA is 2 lot bagger crew than pue-
|||.g ke, It's not ju:{t a g:r::l-ﬁl_i erew, There are & lot of perq:-l-: dowmn that
don't write. Bur for those that do write, there's only a handful. The rea-
som beirg is that we don's juss shrow people down thut we meet onee o
rwice, Yo have 1o be “down”. Iv's muoch berter co have a dght crew srith
1 few heads than a Jarge crew of strangers, because these rypes of crews
dom't last, The rexson MTA Kids are so ght is hecause we all live on the
same level of mind. 1¥'s havd 1o explain bar ic's like, if you're around a

bunch of people, or you're bambing, or even doing something illsgal,

something ill is abort 1o go down, MTA kids could just loak at each other
amd know whar each other are thinking, ready o ke each others’ hack
mn muatter what. That's juse how ir is

I mervernher a rime 1 went bombing i 1903 wieh ASP WO fram the

okl school. ASP is one of the wildest people T knowe Tmet han through
o eousn TR and MAG FYA We wers walking home from domking ol
niche at o party. ASP nlked me inte bembing the M yard. [ didn’s really
wint to go bocmse 1was wrecked, bur 1 didl. [ follewed him down the caz-
walk fram Fresh Pond Road into the vard where we wrote an every train
in sight. We ook phctures after each fill<in, in case we got chased.
Anyway, cne of the puards and the work bums saw s bombing on ane of
the vellow work mans. | wok my last photo quickly so we could break
gnt. The problem was that ASF didn't want to go anywhere. He picked
up a huge wonden dub ind said, "Lets ke the vard!™ We ran straighe
for the gward amd the work bums were screaming, 1 thought we were
maing v end up in jail for asault or something, bac the guard and work-
ers man away from us, The vision of o sis foor call Poerto Rican, hanging
a four foer club againse the ain, running ac them full speed av 3a.m,
scavel the living shit et of them! We szarted loughmg so hard that 1 fell
to the flesr, Tt wis 4 good iiles bounce because they ware sure to call
the oops, S0 we 1 the caowall, bormbang coofs and polos o Seneca
Arve,, which was thres stops away Fromm the :|.|||1. Ad We Fot ob the |.b]:|l.-
form of the train station, we sw o man standing no o far away ffom us
He looked like a regular puy, 3o we walked wp oward him wntil saddenly
we realized he was a uniformed cop with ne hat en. We boleed dewn the
platiorm che sme way we came and | jumped off the platform with a
heasy schonl bag af paine. I was in the sir for 2 long time and when 1
landed, T ralled swer from the impace with the cap landing right behind
mse. 1 ran ox fast ag my feet could carry me hehind ASP trying not to get
my feer caught in botwesn the haards af che ald school camealle. which
had buards missimg, This ‘super cop’ muest have used sterokds or juse
sniffed some coke because T fast, and T eould ron for a long dme, bu
he was quick, [ saw fashliglis of roore cops on the mext statian in fromt
ofus, A main came, which pave us the oppormanity to jump across st and
lose the cop on the move bezhind mee. We quackly slid down the poles into
somie backyards without the cops seeing us. We saw the sirens all over in
the sireets 5o we had po hide aut for a limle while, L '.II.'LI!|:I'- there wis a
pool three yards away; it was hotss bell, Climbing over inm the nesevard,
we ot chased hy a huge pit bull. Box finally we made it o the pool and
eoaled off, After abanr ten minates, ASP mld me o ger oot really quick
He ook & shit in the pool and it was Hoaing arowmd! That was faniy 45
hell, Fle's i ill MTA character. There are a lot of erazy things that hap-
pened 1 us while we woald go bombing,

One dine, T was doing 2 supermacket rocdiopoon the J line with 54 and
VE. It was snowing o and dhere was abooe six inches of snow on the
-:[r|,||_:|'|_1] Anyway, stanehiny, the cops kmew we were up there; axl there
wis only one way up or down, so they waited for us w climb down, Om
the other side of the roof there was a 2 story drop swaglt down.

1 loaked at VE and rald him, “You jump first and if veou make i, Tl jump
!'I';tl.': :-'U'.I."

SN wan oo big for the jump, so he had b go down where the cops were
After argming abaut whe's going o jump first, 1 ook the phnge inm the




CTE JISH NARRT

=l IS & v e R Gl o,

E M

snovw, VE juinped after me. W dida’t move fer aboar owo minaes beeause the impace was ruff.
Laying in the snow, looking up, we saw 3N oo the coof, pissed off char be couldn’c ump down
The cops drawve I:'." us arud e s a hard look, hut I:h:_::.' didn't think we were the kids from che roof
alter seeing the beight of the mmp,

Annther dme, T was writing on the side of a0 overpass on the Grand Cenersl Parkway with JA
XTC in the ft‘:‘cking cold JA had gloves, [duln't. T was halding on 1o the meral beams wich ane
hand and the other hand wus doing fll-ins. Meanwhile if's abour 10 degress oo, windy, and
thare's high speed traffic right under oar feet. 1 couldn’s feel my hand |'|::-|di:|1_z thie mietal. 1
ler g becwuse T couldn’t hold on, bat [ made 5t and the fill-ins loaked fresh.

O the 7 ling me, VE, and SN were |:|nir|_g a fire escape when a maniac stock a gan e my head
while 1 was doing a fill-in. He thought we were robling his house, s when he fonnd outwe were
bombing, he asked s w put him wp

MTA kids are a wild bunch. Everywhere we g, we maks our presence felt, When we hic the
club scene, we alwivs emlesd up robbing bags, drug dealers, and gerdng inmo fighes wadl we gor
kicked out. We actully chesed diwn 2 club an 14th streer afrer we beat che shit oot of the bowne-
ers inside the dub. Then, when we got curside, they locked us our because they were scaved. Sa
we sent in bwo girls to open the back fire door. then we soemed in and beat the shit out of every-
bodv and took the rurneables, We fll.'lll!“!. hewsed a |'|:|ir of turntabdes from every club in MY, Ar
all the clubs in MY we're known by all the bouncers because of the shit we've done. VE got
l:'ll-'ll'u.'|:l=d by cme: of those hinge mothefuckers onee. These guvs must cat peaple 1o get that |1g.

almner

We were also the firse kids w0 sell vicimins as costay back in 1991, We did a lot of shic duar pece-
|'|||:' didn't know was us

We went ox Roselind o see the Alkaholiks one dine and emded up on smge with them -:IrinL'inE
Heinckens. It's funmy, o0t of 2 ceawd of SO, they picked s MTA kids from the crowd, My boy
TEF geablsed the mue and chymed with them, then gave out shouts on the mic o me, VE, CHEL,
c.[. I'-.I':c. S'IFPJL\\-RE. '1I.rt|.'T rh\'_' CONCETT We Won L"'II"L "“ch .Jl'ld |r"|:f:l [hf woar I:Ilj= w hl:'ri_ we |'|I,||'|9,|:
out with thetn. I ended up having & donking conrest with one of the kids on the bus and he won.
TI'IL L'_IJ _|.:|||. ‘.IH'EIII.IEIJ 0 wWE .'Irl'l'll'ﬁl: I'l.'ll,: ] m|1ﬂ1l'[. I'llj[ Tht‘ _'ul{l'lhl'lll!—i:\ SRS |'|'|ﬁj| I:I_'n'_ll_ I_[ wWas ;:|5.|_
one hot headed Eid that had o moch o drink, The Alkaholiks stll keep in mouch with TEE,
SPANKY. & CHEL.
Thige are just some of the |:||.1ngs; we dd. .’mu\.':l:.'. afrer VE chied, l.’:'.‘("l':.‘l'll.'ld:l' atarted l."u||'|||||._|g
down. His deach had o big impacr on all of our [rees. Tle was a part of the MTA crow dhay addied
a spark 0 everything

It's fmny bow o bog of alder people used w el me when T was growing ap that most of their
friencls were either dead or in jail, becsuse now ic's mue for me also, [ames died shortdy after 1 gos
out of jail while 1 was swaiting trial for acempred morder. 1 was ficing 4 o 9 vears. Being locked
up, [ found out who my real friends were snd how fast peaple stab you in the back and forget about
viar, Arownd this tme [ had & few fights and [ gor stabbed on three separate socsions. Everything
sucked and [ was & teking time bemb wadting to explode. My addiction o dnags gast made every-
thing that was unbearable worse! Ae that potnt in my bife, T gave up on everpthing ondl 1 mer
Tamine, my a.'ir|. She chowed me that there was a lot more o life than [ knew. She's my im.pir‘-l.liun
and my reason for lettmg go of the anger in the past and giving me o reason w mave an m che
famare. 1 basse her mere than anything.
MTA CREW: VE, XI5T, -9, DESA, KECH, CHEL, CI, JA, |D, AWNDA, DG, SLASH, 5N,
THEME, TEF, SPAINKY, VENA, HUSH, ASE, MaG, JC3, CEND, FADE, EDIT, KI, KUE,
KEVA, SHAK 5ARE, AND WHOEVER SLIPFED MY FRIED BRAIN
PEACE -GIZ MTa
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tassgazand in The Big Time Corner, in the

marlin blue munks with the odikbald oim,
smbing straight oug of Astosin, Cheens,

srrrrrrepresenting The Super Squad and Big
ime Boys, Kamasaapdorer Onanonnnne!! !

WR 1t surted in the sumaner of 177, @y boy MACE
piemres of an ME2 thoow up be did on the dou-
R's lavep oo 3ch Avenue in Asona. [ sad,
Yirw re cray” And be sid, “Mah”
My first @g wes TG 3. Mace mid, "Yo, Low, that's
So I changed oy tag oo KEOME T was just
foin’ sereens amd paper then. And he ald me abour
REOME 10 SALSA Crew, sl shoreened v KR, It
cant KEAZY (WIRITER: That was 77, ‘T8,
eraried doan’ pECEsS i, Ik, 1% Rk fill-ims and aroff,
SICK MICK 168, and KB T35, ROBERT 78,
WACE kad o chque called IRT (Lweading Rapid
ransir), thar was the firse clicee T was in,
Lo 1975, me, SN, CHI CHI33 [1u1.g.i||:||.Ci'[[ CHI's
Beathie], and chis disde TEITZ, weat m the A
I, Gt tinse: [ over did a pisoe on g main 1dida KR
he: letter with some hlends. T remember grin’ ta
s games, and sesin' MAFIOSO One an the
des, Then T ooer DMIN 1, original MAFLA pres-
MACE kpew all these gavs. DYNAMITE
~PEAR, DEI, DEAN BYR.,. DEANM Fave e Ut
nes, nld CHI CHI 133, and TRACY 163, and FUIZZ
PNE... | gor semie style from theoss guys:

o # £

Yam

Then my peecu partned hecane FOME ONIE
(FOMESTER, PANCHO) and we did awhole bunch
of nanders derwiss wholesars on the Mz and J7s We
wrichid the M yard. Me, FOME, PAYE (rni, this
Lyl KINCG S1ZE; apd MITWGE hit the 25 & 5'x af
uspl.'mmlu. we did % rop s barmm whole carsin s row.

Kaflak= Oh dig! That train’s in Subway Art!
ER: Yeah, thar whale tram wees my carthne; Henrge
[Chalfi|gave me no props. 1 did my piece with 2
RODE, jumpin’ Chinese dude in the middle FOME
did a FOMIE. Thar was the last pece | ever did ona
eram. thar was vaoter "EX,

e time me & FOME hic the M wand. |
did 2 KR humer window down wholewar, with o
Hawsrd the Duck, ind the workbuoms staed
shoremwin’ bades at us, sowe hid dnder the wrain, Mexr
thing I kno, the comductor i movin' the frain, and
my leg was right near v the wheel and rheshic almeost
ran me over Thar was wild shir

Kojaksterizm: How™d vou ger pour palmr?

Rackin up, FUZZ (BJE. mok us sround his neigh-
boshood and showed ws bow v rack Bustels from the
smperimarker and sell it ra the bodega, wear bell bot-
poune i por ks 2 cans i pour socks and then tuck
vour shirt with & thermal, walk out with like 10ar 12
cng. Me & OFOME racked 14 camd pach fram
Chertere, they bad all the dope ealoes, Loy Grape,
Caerpilbr Yellow, we housed 14 cans esch, o our

pErsan, m h;g:.Thun :H:I.I:t{l rack upE :\.'I:lgl‘ﬁ A1 e,
mayhe somebody would pop up wic @ okl Jif-Frem
e,

I -_:mppm: bombin’ im 182 and srared plivia® droms
and music became my life. akhough since thim Twe
hizem sparadieally doin' pieces, Eke storefrooms, OO
cooer gt ¢ shimy, and carveiie WrHERT s always in
my hlood.

What really Broughe me: back dur wos che passing of
IV ForIgrer hmrhl.'r.wl'u wrate BES. [ dida memo-
rial piace for him, and sines then U barned 1 § o
T umes

[ mes this duds SELTS, whiy, cloetansely, possed
wway, he wis meal cool with 3 Jot of sff, mp boy
ISP TDE (HESCHER - Wamer Broahers) and
ey tman BIOEBNEC, he's poanger guy wich ald school
,l,_uic_lik: v [97F, we m.ﬂ.'llll:,' el & e oo with
TEAM, WHISFER, MACHKIE, EB arsl S10R THC,
Ir's really cool Mass Appeal & givin” lighy w Cueens
writers, they didiv's :I'\.ns:ps EED their prig 1 bagrner
dudes like CAINE Cne, 500 & FRO), FUZZ ONE,
KB TS5 CEY, CITY, DEMO, FLAME . Also props
o DRODN1, prcsideny of MAFLA, DEAN TYH, JaC
THE RIFFER., BIT, RCA IRT, SMOKE TEC, KIK
MEG, SIEC TE, TEE2 [anginal BT, OB Oie
TSW, A%, T3, MACE K33 FOME ONE, CEAR,
and Z MINT,

Peace S Faint - KoK, ONE BTB TS5 BYB TINT
NG Colorsoorm Snlel.ords
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TECK and AKS came through the office and
dropped some knomdedpe om their Borough.
After a few drinks we couldn't make var who said
whar...

It's funny, the people [ chink of thar bamb streets in
Clieens aren’ even
Frum Clueens

-The frst writers that bembed the sweens in Cravens
were from the Brorm.  JAWZ, TEEAY, JEW, MOZ?
in the mid eighries and early eighties. Bur, mostly
Clueens was known for s highoeays, aod thar was
SAIMT, DUEL, TRAE FIB, CO0E all the way from
Fresh Meadaos, Fresh Meadows and Buyside, char’s
meesathe hit the highways, TME and LOD and
JA SE, DASH. He went oat wich a eowple other cass
oot thers, this puy MA, MA os hig highways,
LASH., KAC used eohiva Jov of highways..

Rl

I aver everyhody,

BRLUE ain't doing amthing right now, be just had a
baty by lase meameh, his third Lid. 5o he's not paine-
ing right nowe SNITTH is daing shit, but ins not like
vou can go owt there and see it on g oofop...

-Hes st more intwo b feeights, amil permissaon
s[cs, really

- Thaty abwor i, lscally nabodys domg amething
no moare. You're noc gaing o sart mentioning lictle
kids frames jost euz they'ne one year wriners,

(Zwieers i che prrictess boroagh. 1 was locked wpoona
¢ for hreaking and ene and assauh
| gre out of jail on Toesday
e ler me go home. 1 g bmmibing
wght, 1 ger arrested again, 1 g0 vo cencral
haaking and chey give me a S5000 dollar hail for

ghere weed o be o orew pur there called TAT, The
Amueing Seven, they wsed to rag everpone, They had
a hig crew oo They used b rob you an the tram,
chey used o see you, they'd b you. -MNiggas heer
ene donets o Chee Leadin a scar of my hesd,
-They robbed everyone! They robbed owen, women.
They wead 1o be in the newspapers in the earhy s
fater elghies, they used w be in dhe newspaper For
CIREY igs. Theyased wkill o lot of people. Most
of chemw are all o jwil. Firs chere was like 30 then
there was like 300, they used wo b From YWoodside
and Sanmide area.

=They used o be ar vhis park. Yoo'd V1 DVET D0 that
park at night and there'd b like a feckin million kids
in the mickdle of this park just going nue.

-They were crazy man, andl they haed beef with DMS,
IS is precry small. B

TaT was, when [ redl v Iu:g._ rhem ni;:g;l;. was larpe!
They duln't grve 2 fode. They'dd juss beat oo down

Hut the sroees were atartul by ather pesple frim

other neighborbonds, trom eitaer Manbacan or tha
Braps or Breokhme Bw chen it swred with Gids
duing fill-ins wvarywhers instwad of fuse b I
L the early nincries there wis a handful of people aux
rhere,

Yo, BRUE, COST ..

Sl CORT, MO, TRAKE, SET had a loc of scree
|:| ninetics, midsainedes, el the wiy ol maw.
Jucens
are a hunch of Fuckn wys, and ics the cruch, [os Bids
ahaat just lave mothing o do. They figore that there’
a wall and just cuz it soys “B7 on ivor B8, or 92, “0h
itks six years old, ivs oo ald, have to go over ic.”
15 not dissed or anyrhing; they just wano m g0 over
it cure. iy’ re o banch af Hcle Gacking Toys.

-'|'|||_-:, staried clsan I |||_=I|1.-J|n a3, 93 |"fll|l||.' arill
kept hittin them, bot then eventully dwey bept wip-
ing them donm every <I.r|l_11-_‘-|!'|.' and it was not even
wirth it Even noe, vou hit e, 1hl::-'|| cake it down
in o day, mn days. Bue streee bembing sver there,
didn'r realhe make aff ol ", 2, fire s, The sreers
were filled with mgs, you comldn’t catch 2wy withom
Zning over sty yina fust hagd wo st poppin G-

g, ek Fer the Racking rabbery, ther dan’ give o
fuck: abomt the rablsery, bt for graffin theye wane a
55000 bail. They dismiszed the robbery caso bux they
pavie e 30 s ecenmminaty service and a 500 dol-

lar firse Bor & Fucking catfine. That's how hard they

RIG N r_ulTlI 1.

COST gar 1600 hours s communicy sendee, Whea
ire and TRAKE got caughr we went w Court with
the stupid thing, ard they didn’t even coch us doing
it. Al they caeght
hands. They wll TRAKE *You're going m ke =
T|I|.'g. el
moany o have po do some cammunity &
yuuTs is a vinkrion, his is a misdemeanor™ Sal think
alright, & viclation is like o parking ticker. They vell
e “Yau get 10 days communicy service.” 1 was like
“Whar che fuck, 1 dhoughe voa sikd somme days oo
TRAKE was all happy he was
like, “We're pring U gEL commiankty serviee,
alright.? He gor 800 honrs, which tamls sar oo
hiondred days!  He paid people o do i and people

1 it him, ke dighn® Y
it Ty don't dk yar i
conse 1 vour hoss and pick ¥
in the i

thut we had paint on oo

niy seree.”

e soine o

ks

| eighries, lavs eghes,

I'IF.. i che b

ot wils weren't from chere or you weren't down wich
thern.

They buwe me dhvwn kind af prrey stele whin 1 thank
abour i, ooz there was like 1k af them and 1 was an
the traim by mypslf and anme kid sme up oo and
he s like *Yo, you write graffin?” and chis when [
st startad wri 15K, befnee 1 cven came g with a
like =W lar"rc

v mame shit like

throw-up. Beald
vou scheming om
thar and 1 was fke 3 E
And ehe nexe ching [ kvow I'm gecing bt an che bisck
wlla.

me inil Teck wene siming i the
| we were lke “(h shic.”

af ny head with an w
=fbour 11 vears ag
hack of the T
sei Aeckin guy
all of the anlden chey <ar

i

5 walking )

we'r like "W aint dhe hip wam like
11 years ago we wer fike 14, they're like, *Alright,”
And | heard one of them say "Yoo & in the nex
with his girl, bet’s just bear | i
v went ey s do wmul yua s them
g both of them down in the middle of the car
i b him and his y,l.'| down.

s pirl howm,*

- ] AT PR



lel-January 19%6. Mew Yorkers ace in the midst of the biggest Mizzard of
. It is spowing so hard, cerwin subway lines, as well &s bus lines, are
{owne Even public schials are chosed for a penied of bme.  Trains are
paralyaed in yards or laid-up in stations throogheut che cicy: and every
ris tI'III'.FEII'II.. r]'ll\. same t|1ll1l.'. |1II':| Ny Ars QCting an Lt
£ I stamd on the plninrl n ol Ueeens Ihu,;-m_rh Plaza and warch N orains
i amdl aut of the station, [ see BASE ETW BE o lines oo almicst Every
(The same wesk, while I was an the ] main coming home from
¢ my pacode officer, I booked out the window and, for a hot second, [
hr my eves are plaving tricks onome. Al L can see sre KET and YFE
< aerose tun s, Adter seeing
tr oo goawr and hit shir.
h snow oo the ground

I'm Tes

by Desa & fns

When the lighe changes LAll de ey ehrow-ap, findsh cadining my fill-in, and
throw the e P white derwn e the l_mrlugh: cam ind climb down the bence.
1 had half a can of beown lelt

I comrimae u.':.il-:i.'l-; home. As | approach the cormer af Elderis Lane | gl:n.r.‘c
wermss Linden Blvd, and motice o hurgandy Caprice coming rowards me.
Immediately, panic emvelopes my bedy. | watch oot of the corer of my eye
14 the brake lights ficker and the car passes me by as a blue and white speed
roarard me. At that point, [ cha |||;|1| thae the burgundy Caprive e the Bhee
and White were after me, The memient I tess my pairt-coversd gloves under
the nearest mailbax, ard hefore I even hod a chamee ta cun, the cop car stops,
The officer in the pa \ger et
jummps oue with his gun in his hand
snd tells me don't move ard per

st neighbarhnods desert-
nel, s I'm Freshly paroled off
& release, | gare going oue and
a few fll-ing wouldn't hure na

ter thar day, when [ ger home 1
AERS a el b poar Fain an b iy
He's with it and we make
cements e omest up lnter ae
I have samewhere to go thds g
c e | pee oy paine l:._ul_rc-;"-
n brown wood sivers
Rizsees flar whires), poe
e Lllllll.'., '.I'".'lll wamn
Iworldn t have 1 coae bame
meeting  him Around
ck | give him a call to ler him
Fm commg o meet wp with
Fiut byt wl nf the canversa-
“WhA has thoroughly convineed
t there is too II'I'.I'.I'I SNErw om
onnd. He pats it off for anod-
shir. Afer the phone call, 1 con-
hil aath some frends, and
t half an hour of warching
smekoe blunits and sip Foroiss, 1
meil ared hreak out.
2:30 I'm aon the A truin two
s, | decide, "The hell
&' wie up all che paincin

(51}

et off the train in Eqs New York
sart taking tags on Pitkin
e, As | enake sy way v Sutter,
rags parogress ta fill-ms. As I'm throwing an cutline up an coe of my All-
ir seops and stares. YWhile I'mi finishing up what I'm doing, | realize
wl rime that car’s been around chis block. 1 put the pant back
I nd get off the Ave, [ oom and qoicicly walk over 10 Linden Blvd.
1 bew gy o0 Linden. By’ this Hime |.-u|1f:. have twe eans left, @ brown
+ whirne
ir Wocks from my bouse amd T'm tred, T decde o all it a nighe
sver, when | walk pass Pitkin Yard, [ look up toothe side of the firchouse
e a MED sutline thar's heen there since the Tare 80's {1 wanred chat
tor weard,) [ ook across the sirest where the projocs are, 1 see if any-
wid atewmngd, In all looks fine, | climb op the fence and starr a throw-ap
the street ||_E|'.| ql::‘u'-gu;: Cars pass by me and 1 dock jusr oo be

e

MILLION

DOLLAR {\'E

Three dozen victims shaw up in court,
demand jail time for city’s worst gra

BTORY DN PAGES d &5

against the wall. The other oop backs
up the car, mers our, and runs ap on
thi <i|||_'wa|l: b sl st he jicigiilag
{Apparenth: there was 2 robbery in
thie 1|_-igl'|'lmrh| ad and the perpetrato
was wearing the same coat 1 had om,
sccarding ta the cops.)

d che
e owhere 1 Live ared whart [ was
T '#h|||'.|-|<w| ehe buar-
Huml-. Caprice rolls wp on the spoc o
the affcers o !_l’_"l_nllF gt thair
car, saying they heard the all over the
radin and dwey are wondering if the

i

et Blue and whites nesd assistances.
As the blue and whires asere the
uther cops that they have the sipaation
unider goneral, chey rell me 1 am free
ter g, The officers Crom the C:
get hack in cheir ar amd drive aw
1 hack on treck to ger home. All
icden [ hear, “Her, ‘scuse me sir,
is your mame Kobe
1 avewer, “Yeah, 1 just reld the other
officers my name.”  (Larer, [ fonnd
vat they knew exacthe whe | was)
They ask other questinn. " Hey!

Bobk! Tha ou write eraffin:”
ver, “Mal man, what

ML

AIE YoM CraXy
They get oun of their car and 1 know
thev aren't just regulir street cops
They search me and fnd my st can
of paint. They throw me into the car
nnd drive tewards “|1Lrl. 1 did thar fill-in

When we ger oo the fire house the cops begin o Iook around,
wroring what 1 did. Again, they start with the questioning, asking me abear
what 1 write and such. 1 try to explun m them thae [ did not write graffies,
that they bad i all wrong, (Since | did chat 6illin righe cuesde the train vard,
they knew wha [ was. and choughe [ had bees weiting on dean trains.)
W takr a seed] dovwn inirs th ril, AllLT see are ald VIR tags. (I remem-
her |'\.:|ng ren q|'r!|r|c|,'|': I|':|: ir like thar srill doswn chere.)
Hrwever, o these gun-ho cops’ dismay: T have oothing v all i the vard
They oHer to drive me hame. {They knew my sddress from previous arrests.)
In frant of my hoase they hand me back my can of paint ond ask me |
any trains amdl o please remember them, they were TCEMA?

iti pur

pal] '.il'll.'ll_l.
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GO, 1say, "Yeah, OK, whatever. Goodnighr.”
Exhansted and parsnaid, once | Eet hizmre all |
want to do s relax in frent of the TV, 45 ['m
q.']'lﬂl'giﬂg out ol iy clathes, 1 hear someone
knocki T oMY window, A voiee follows
“Raobert, come putstde. You forgot something.”

Brght awane | know somethang s noe nghe. BON-
08 and [CENAN ape I'mqging o |'|'|:,'<||'m|' It's
almnst 3 a.m. mme my older brather and mother
are upstairs, sleeping, 1 don't want o wike them
up. The cope are sereaming, and e nar thinking
clearly, g0 1 open the door a doy bae

BOMNGOE macs all ng, "Tiobert, yon bl s
Mo we b o srrest voul® They eaplain that
afer |.I||.':. -:Ir||p|h:-.l me off, |:I||.':r jeced lack twe the
firelsouse o play Dick Teacy and Jook foe cnpay
spray cans. They fourd the can [ theew in the
srbage, mel they had ™ arrest me, amd 1 should
make ir easy on myself and go wich chem righe
them withour a problem.

My respuonse was, HELL MO | try e slam the
door on them but ICEMAN 16n'e |'|.'|l'ir|.|.: 1. He
manages, 0 wedge his oo inwo the deorway and
Licks the donr hack npen. [ run up to the top af
tl!'.' stars i my Ill:d!'.ll.liﬁ s I siream, I.l:rf-'\. Ii.l'.l'.!
You're nor allowed in here™  They, however,
Hﬂ:ﬂu‘. EI'II\.':IT FI:IIII'IIJ. 'Ti.- :II'-'J]{: IAETS WaOTse, ITF

meuer wakes up. complewely bpscerseal, T ooy o
explain to her thar the cops are | iy in the
henese and are orying to cake me in for someching

[ didn't even do, The officers defend themselves
hr_r 5 '|-xual:u'|g riy mathes, ﬁ.-:;.'ulg_n: thar |:I|r:;.- ape
just gaing to give me a ticket and nor arrest me.

1 Lry arnd v g el iy i that |h|.-;. ave Full ol
shir, thar their real intention is 1w lock me upe F'm
WP CHE my stairdse -'IIII\.I f I'IUL LFET AL ey IIIULI'IL' Ty
whay, through her tears mapeges o ask e,
“Raberr, why are wou doing this o me againg”
I'his was it. | had o L 1 was hﬂil‘l_llf unfuir to the
entare Tamily,

T'he cops handeuff me and ks my mother o go
upstairs and Inak for any spray paint laying
arounl.

I ma ums, 1 vell ar my mnther, celling her she did-
nt Lu‘l\l’ [2=] ||r.- tI'IJT Jﬂ(l Jﬂ!:":hil'l;’ .‘J'IL' II.IFULEI'IT
down would further incriminate me, She goos
unerairs, thangh. | guess she just prerended m
look arsand 'cos when she comes dowan empry

hinded, she says, “Sorry, couldn't find anything.

I hankes, Ma. 1'm shudfled gt the door and mm

the Caprice and the cops ask me where the brawn
can of paine they gave back o me was, like I'm
reallv poing ro mive it o them. | miake up some
stry ahout how 1 thoew it into- the Lot aeross the
areet.  BONGOS |:-ml.\.'l.'l.|1 L] 1l'h||’!l car his
Frndy-dandy I'I::h'lighr o go recaver this :||I=g'=d
can of paint, like it was the black glove in che O]
5."11p-c|r| s | can no |-’|r|.J__M|' contral iy :tul:[h.-
ter. Shir s fanny! Sa, ICEMAN mrns aroond
with the quickness mmd says, “Are you trang w
maoke an osshole cat of my parenes?” and 1 reply
"I, i VAL paTner is alrepdy an asshole.”
1 books could kill T would've been long dead. Te
servams out e whndow to BONGOS, “Lers go,
he's jerking us off.” (o the way o the 75th
Predinet the officers are lecturing me about wiii-
ing and geming in ouhle. I'm almost h:1|:r|1;.' o
ger out of the damn car. I'm escorted to the desk
Spt amd be ade BOMNGOS what I'm here for
BONGOS says, "Graffin.” and the Desk Sgo
wiinkles his foechead in dishefiet a5 he double
cheds t make sure he beard BONGOS mght
"Gl e asks.

Ther place me in 1 cell a lietle after 4 2.m. and
treat me Like T 4 |,.-_-||_-|:||||,:,-_ All these ather
YVandal Souai wnps shawr up and peep ine he cell
s eee iF ir's realhy me

Thea (| conldn’s beleve ith they decide o call
Tetective Mona, the Vandal l\i|,|u:ul HFr.. saye,
"Hey, Stewe, we gor vour buddy here. You kroa,
DESA® Al can think 15 "DrAMN, gt a T
Just when I think it can’c possibdy ger worse, che
infamous T and Jerry of the Vandal Squad roll
through the door Jerry stares with his egnlar
routhivg of wrying 1 be my besgest hisdidy. Fle even
hrin:_r;»; me g can of sada, Then he 'Il:ring: up how
AKX is wrecking his clean trains. 1 svan laughing,
hard, [AKS didn't even know how locky he was
right then, ot home coddling his pillow
Unfortanately though, 1 had w come hack to real-
itpd Ther pull me oue of the el b ke oy pac-
wares, like I'm at some modeling shoot. They ke,
likee, 2¥ pictures of me.

Adier the pictures 'm put back ine the cell and
I aver-hear Jemry on the phone with a eeporer
frarn the Daily Mews. He's rLI|ir|.1-_-'J1:in1 that some

ki = arrested again for grothe amd this and that
Finally, they decide to take me over ta Central
Beoking i some domen Iew police van,  Luckily,
we get stuck in rush hosr raffic on Atdantic Ave.,
The police aren't as plessed a5 1 ame They mren
the sirens on and jer i the middle ne under
the LIRH.
Busbearss.
When we arrve Pm shoved e a hu"]‘ltl'l with
Tl smelhy derelices. Adver ¥ days of hedng vrappid
m there, 1 gt o =o g iul.||_u.'. which is useless. He
persts ball ac 530,000, 0 back in the bull pen 1 go
For seme moee stress and balogna sandwiches
It's Sundday and I'm on my way o C-95 on
Rilers’ Ielamd. When [ get m my dorm housing
it's midnight and i leoks |&ke there’s a party on. 1

I'm m #o rush to gee to Central

mean, pesple ore even dancing to muesic on their
jrilhouse walkdogs, As | make my bed some guys
came pver and ask me if I'm thae "Graffid lad
from the newspaper.” [ tell him T am and ask of
“This is
him.” he yelis out to his peaples, Yo, this i thet
anguits in the newspaper,” This is all I need, a
mah of crocks grilling me an my case.

For the next cowple of days I'm kad-up all [ gn
v canert, where T find ot my parole officer pura
hald an me, and the anly place U'm going is back
and Ferth hetween court amd jail lor sis monehs,

there’ 5 a picture of me in the dorm,

Finallv, when 1 fer My sentence, [ receive 2 =x
month sentence for viohting parle and o vear for
the mmh Cade.

Al Thad gotten aut of playag this grafl game is
anather vear in jail and my picrure in the paper,
wheress I last 57,000 (for lawyers) a gidiviend and
a year of my life.

Tuest to let everyhody kmow aur therss don't think
this can't happen o you, hecause it CAM. For
evenvnne whi is hramhing clean trains and streess,
rake it from me: Don't mess with the Vaindal

Squind. Dion't ger cawght. They know who every
p:\u_,\':r in the game 15 and they'd be glod to see s
all in handeuffs. They helped fuck up my e and
I'm gure dhey'd do the same for vou.
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